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Diploma Thesis

dormir au fil de l'eau’
- youth hostel in Paris

FH Aachen | 06.2005
Prof. Lambertus van Bunningen

nominated for the Euregional Architecture Price EAP 2005'




REJUVENATING TO THE SOUND OF FLOWING WATER"

The _lle des Cygnes® is a long and narow man-made island in

the Seine river in Paris. Dense trees line the avenue that runs
along its center line. Three bridges connect the island to the city
of Paris.

A concept design was sought for a hostel for young travellers to
be built on the island. The design should reflect, in its spaces
and its atmosphere, the attitude and life style of its adolescent
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My design, an ensemble of individual dwellings placed along the 4
avenue like pearls on a string, embraces both of these characteri- I

stics: like a village, the hotel gently integrates itself into the island, - ~1P /// [m /
adding new spaces and reshaping existing ones, yet maintaining
the structural unity of the island. On the other hand, the subdi-
vision into small units conveniently accommodates for the broad
spectrum of needs of the young traveller: large, comfortable and
functional social rooms and facilities cormmoen to all guests are
complemented by a variety of different bedrooms. The overnight
rate would be determined by the degree of privacy the room offers
more than by its size or level of comfort.
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In this spirit, the acommodation options include the Shelves® that
offer cheap beds in multi-layered bunk beds. Three smaller .Quar-
tos" units offer the privacy of small four-bed apartments, in high
demand for young families or mini-groups. The ,Cloud®, beyond
the tree tops, features exclusive sky and city vistas in romantic
double rooms. Finally, the Lampion or lantern lounge® is a large
room with single beds each of which offers some privacy through
a surrounding membrane-like curtain that can be lowered from
the ceiling - gently illuminated reminiscent of a lantemn.
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THE BUTLER

THE GATE
facilities for self-catering and a su-

contains the hotel's essential service faciliies including a a room,
permarket-machine”. Floating over the River Seine, the lower dining area appears as a framed panorama of the opposite riverside
when entering the two storey room of the restaurant. A monolithic service cube divides the restaurant from the self-catering zone.
A living-room with library and internet access is located on the first floor, looking into the tree tops on the isle itself.

forms the entrance to the lle des Cygnes. Here one finds the reception, backoffice, storage and staff rooms along with a conference area with two
conference or meeting rooms, and a dance and chill-out place called the Jiquid room®. The Jiquid room™ is situated in the basement, on island
level, and features a lounge area, a bar and a small stage. The gate consists of a cubic building and a stretched strip running along, that connects
the island to the level of the ,pont bir hakeim®, offering a superb view on the stately residential houses of the 16e amondissement on _rive droite”
and a glimpse along the isle’s main axis of the whole hotel site, up to ,Pont de Passy” and the small statue of liberty at the far end. 2




THE SHELVES

are two concrete shelves separated by the main hallway, one side made up of bunk beds, the other of ba-
throoms. The bunk beds are closely/densely packed in a multi-layered vertical and horizontal array. Nevertheless
each visitor still has access to his own bed through a private coridor, high enough to stand up and with a
locker for perscnal belongings. This is achieved by a short staircase which leads up to each bunk, so that the
sleeping shelves are actually separated from the sanitary shelves by the staircase and in this way perceivable
along its entire height. While being the least expensive form of ac dation offered by the lle des cygnes”,
it still features beautiful views over the Seine and downtown Paris with the Eiffel tower.
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THE CLOUD

provides an exclusive get-away for the romantic weekend for
couples in Paris. At the end of the long staircase, the cloud
appears just above the treetops. From the main hallway you
reach each cloud ap by a steel-staircase. The cloud
consists of a concrete structure which is covered by a partly
transparent, partly translucent shell. From the staircase you
reach a bright room which allows just a few select views. The
room provides a breakfast space including a small kitchen, a
bath tub and a french bed. Lying in bed you can see the stars : ! : l. wpap ap gp LY

through the glass ceiling while having a perfect nap... e s T
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THE LAMPION

is part of the Lampion lounge. It consists of a bed-element for
two people and an additional curtain which the user can draw
to separate a more intimate area from the large open space
of the rest of the Lampion lounge. Lowering the white lightly
translucent membrane from the ceiling, one finds oneself within
the tent-ike atmosphere of the lampion. The bed element can
be pulled out and therefore be used either as a single or as
a double bed.
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THE LAMPION LQUNGE

is a spacious two-level dormitory that floats between the treetops at the north-western end of this ensemble. In this vast room, the cell-like bed modules create privacy for the individual visitor. Each of these modules consists in a comfortable bed with a wooden base, and a transiucent
membrane that can be lowered from the ceiling to create the ambience of a tent-like capsule. The units are equipped with individual lighting and lockers, and the single beds easily unfold into double beds. Thanks to windows spanning much of its wall space, the lounge is gently
embedded in its natural surrounds. While providing some privacy, the Lampion lounge offers a unique sleep-over experience.




the city

Urban Design
with Bjorn Patzwald

,BLOCKBUSTER®
living in

FH Aachen | 09.2003

<BLOCKBUSTER>




starting from four gaps in the facades of the Adalbert Street four dwelling units stretch southwards into the old block, like
four fingers of a hand, slightly iregular generating funnel-shaped courtyards. Along with these buildings comes a new
system of footpathes through the block, opening and connecting its inside to the surounding streets.

the <BLOCKBUSTER=> busts the block from its inside, without destroying it, but by implanting a new structure, adding a
variety of different spaces and atmospheres and opening it to the city. It creates a family-friendly environment in a high
density City clusterthe <BLOCKBUSTER= busts the block from its inside, without destroying it, but by implanting a new
structure, adding a variety of different spaces and atmospheres and opening it to the city. It creates a family-friendly
environment in a high density City cluster,
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architecture and apartment types

the structure of a dwelling unit does not resemble a common
apartment unit, but rather a very condensed row of one-family
houses accessed through a central comidor on the first floor.
conceived as maisonettes on two or even three levels, each one
has a direct access to the courtyard, too.

a metal grid embraces the perforated compound of the dwelling
unit. it acts as a sunscreen and a transition layer between outside
and inside. the apartments provide up to four bedrooms in a floating
space, reflecting the buildings skewed geometry in a suspenseful

manner.

the upper housing-bar contains simple, small maisonettes with roof-
deck for singles or couples, accessable from a corridor on second
floor level.
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( interior ) Design

ein Zug schlaft ein’
- Euronight sleeping car

TU Wien | 06.2004
with Silke Jérgenshaus



The sleeping-area consists of changeable bucket seats, that become intimate bunkbeds at night. They enable each passenger to regulate
his relation to the others in various ways, from communicative to isolated, with an immediate impact on the atmosphere of the whole coach.
At sleeptime the seats change to bed one by one and the car fells slowly asleep...
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By rotating the seat-shells in its bed or seat position you can
open or close your cabin in order to get more or less privacy.
Meed a place to sleep? -push your seat up and tear! You'll
find a blanket and a pillow behind the door at the front end.
Here you can also store your valuables at night.










INTERNSHIP

_ — ]m




3.0G

OK FFB + 9,60

Schiebetirelemente, Hartmann EBO0 in Isolierglas, 24 mm, 16 mm SZR

Phasten-Riegel wann Fassade 52E Daueralastische Fuge
mit Schaumsteffschnur

Stahbwinkel, 10V10

| L

Aluminumverkdeidung, 4mm Schiabetirrahmenprofil,
L-StahlPredil Hartmann E&0

Aluminiumlamelle
Schwallenprefil, Harimann E&0

a
=
T A/
et . Riege!, Hartmann Fassade 52E
o Absturzsicherung, Edelstahirundrohr d=dem und Putzwinkel
B gespannte Sahlseile d=0.4cm Schiebetirrahmenprofil,
Hartmann EB0
2.0G
Bodenbebag
Estrach DIN 180560 - ZE 20 - § 65 - H
OK FFB +6.,80 Trenmlage / PE-Folie
al . e Trittschalldimmung
——— Mlo STH-Decke
5 “e s .-.-_.Acr,= Innenputs

[STTTTTTTT

Baukonstruktion 4 --- Detail Planning of the E4 housing unit | at the University of
applied science (FH) Aachen an emphasis in education is placed upon construction aspects and detailing,
in particular on common construction methods for privat houses and housing units. | attended courses on
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= = Pl | m4 basic construction details, building services, physics and structural analyses, leading to more complex projects
=i | on structural engeneering.
B3 8 In this context | worked out a nearly complete detail plan- . .
B ! ! ) - : : : ; : : ? Detailing
= i ning of this housing unit | designed during my third year,
in scales 1/50 - 1/2, .
_ [E4>B4

It deals with two different shapes, an U-shape with a bar

- Construction plannin
upon it, and by consequence with two different fagades. P g

wo | 26 | 36 P2 s One with a dark stone cladding, the other cladded with
—t FH Aachen | 2002

aluminium panels, featuring rotatable sunscreen-elements.
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